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In this issue we take a historical view of  the advertisements used through 
the years by the Southern Railway. Ed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern responded to the intense competition with the Atlantic Coast 
Line and Seaboard by introducing the Palm Limited, between New York 
and Jacksonville/St. Augustine, on January 11, 1904. This was the first 
truly evocative name in the Florida corridor. Though competitively 
equipped, it took about an hour longer, 26-2/3 hours instead of 25-2/3, to 
get from New York to Jacksonville than the Atlantic Coast Line or Sea-
board trains. 

An evocative name wasn’t enough as Southern dropped out of the New 
York-Florida market after 1915. This may have been due to wartime con-
siderations, but it did not come back after the war. The Southern focused 
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Wanted—Articles for the Carolina Conductor 
 Submit an article of 200 words or more with some photos and captions and see them in print. Every one of us 
has some unique railroad experience that would make interesting reading for our membership. Your editor 
always needs  more contributions of railway history and news.  

This is what happens when you have old people doing 

projects. 

This is NS #243 that goes by the museum daily. It carries BMW 
motors and parts from Germany to the factory in Spartanburg. 

Display under the new lighting at the museum. It 
shows how brakemen used to apply the hand 
brakes on a freight car. 

The car mover display explains how employees could 
move a railroad car without a locomotive. 
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instead on service between Florida and Midwestern 
cities such as Chicago and Cincinnati. 

Part of the problem may have been that the 
Southern didn’t have its own route from Savannah, 
Georgia to Jacksonville, Florida. Instead, it relied on 
the Waycross Short Line, which after 1902 was in 
the hands of rival Atlantic Coast Line. Southern did 
have a route from Atlanta to Jacksonville via Val-
dosta and that’s the route its trains took from the 
Midwest. 
 Southern Railway offered four trains: the Royal 
Palm from Chicago via Cincinnati; the Kansas City-
Florida Special from Kansas City; the Ohio Special 
from Cincinnati; and the Suwanee River Special also 
from Cincinnati with through cars from Detroit and 
Cleveland.  
 

Continued on Page 4 - Ads      

1914 ad touting the weather. 

1923 ad for “The Land of the Sky.” 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas_City%E2%80%93Florida_Special
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kansas_City%E2%80%93Florida_Special
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Continued on Page 5 - Ads      

  1919 ad promoting SOU 2-10-2 locomotives. 
Helper 2-10-2 shown below assaulting the 

Saluda grade.   

1926 ad promoting Industrialism. 

1931 ad for SOU Fast Freight service. 
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Continued on Page 6 - Ads  

1927 ads 
promoting the 

South. 



© MAY 2025                                                                                                                                                                        PAGE  6 

 

 

Continued on Page 7 - Ads 

Southern F-7 
locomotives. 

Ad from 1948 

Ad from 1943 
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Continued on Page 8 - Ads 

Ads 
for 

1946. 
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Check out the CRHA: 
www.hubcityrrmuseum.org/carolina-railroad-

heritage-association 
www.facebook.com/groups/crhainc/ 

Check out the HCRRM:  
www.hubcityrrmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/hubcityrrmuseum/ 

 

 

Ad from 1947 

Ad from 1952 


