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Web Site: hubcityrrmuseum.org 
Facebook: Carolina Railroad Heritage 
Association & Hub City RR Museum 

 

Spartanburg Amtrak Station 
298 Magnolia Street 
Spartanburg, SC 29301-2330 
Wednesday 10-2 & Saturday 10-2 

 

Fountain Inn Presbyterian Church 
307 North Main Street 
Fountain Inn, SC 29644 
Third Friday of the Month at 7:00 p.m. 

 

President: Raymond “Bo” Brown - 
  president@hubcityrrmuseum.org 
Vice President: Bob Klempner - 
  vice.president@hubcityrrmuseum.org 
Secretary: Pat O’Shields - 
  secretary@hubcityrrmuseum.org 
Treasurer: Marv Havens - 
  treasurer@hubcityrrmuseum.org 

 

 
Steve Baker - 
  bod@hubcityrrmuseum.org 
Bruce Gathman - 
  newsletter@hubcityrrmuseum.org 
David Winans - 
  museum.info@hubcityrrmuseum.org 

 

Carolina RR Heritage Association
Suite #129 2123 Old Spartanburg Road  
Greer, South Carolina 29650-2704 

 

Bruce Gathman - 
  newsletter@hubcityrrmuseum.org 
  Articles can be submitted anytime. 
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Continued on Page 3 - Pullman A corner of the Men’s washroom. 
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Wanted—Articles for the Carolina Conductor 
 Submit an article of 200 words or more with some photos and captions and see them in print. Every one of us 
has some unique railroad experience that would make interesting reading for our membership. Your editor 
always needs  more contributions of railway history and news.  

   Some days the stars are aligned so we get to something special. Amtrak #19 the "Crescent” passes NS 
#18D, the BMW train, as it slows to stop at the Spartanburg depot running 11 plus hours late. 

Railroadiana night had some interesting railroad items on 
display. Bo Brown brought two different  Southern Railway 

whistles.    

Conductor helping a passenger off train #19. 
You can watch these activities on your com-
puter by going to our web page and clicking 

on the Virtual Railfan camera links.    
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but today a large percentage of Pullman pas-

sengers are unescorted 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued on Page 4 - Pullman      

Washstand and basin for care of teeth. 

Women and children can travel safely. 
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reduced to a minimum. 
Separate curtains insure privacy. 

In the women’s dressing room. 

Continued on Page 4 - Pullman      
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 The Pullman Conductor taking care of passengers. 
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 The Seaboard Coast Line Rail-
road (SCL) was a Class I railroad 
company operating in the Southeast-
ern United States beginning in 1967. 
Its passenger operations were taken 
over by Amtrak in 1971. Eventually, 
the railroad was merged with its af-
filiate lines to create the Seaboard 
System in 1983. 
 At the end of 1970, SCL operated 
9,230 miles of railroad, not includ-
ing Atlanta & West Point, Clinch-
field, Columbia Newberry & Lau-
rens, Gainesville Midland, Georgia, 
Louisville & Nashville, and Carroll-
ton; that year it reported 31,293 mil-
lion ton-miles of revenue freight and 
512 million passenger-miles. 

History 
  The Seaboard Coast Line 
emerged on July 1, 1967, following 
the merger of the Seaboard Air Line 
Railroad with the Atlantic Coast 
Line Railroad. The combined system 
totaled 9,809 miles, the eighth larg-
est in the United States at the time. 
The railroad had $1.2 billion in as-
sets and revenue with a 54% market 
share of rail service in the Southeast, 
facing competition primarily from 
the Southern. The redundant name 
resulted from the longstanding short-
form names of these two major 
Southeastern railroads. For years, 
SAL had been popularly known as 
"Seaboard," while ACL was known 
as "the Coast Line." 
 Prior to the creation of Amtrak on 
May 1, 1971, the Seaboard Coast 
Line provided passenger service 
over much of its system, including 
local passenger trains on some lines. 
Local trains ended when the Amtrak 

era began. Although several 
named passenger trains survived 
through the Amtrak era, many 
were renamed or combined with 
other services. 
 The first expansion for the Sea-
board Coast Line came in 1969 
with the acquisition of 
the Piedmont and Northern Rail-
way, which operated about 128 
miles in North and South Carolina. 
SCL would buy out the remaining 
shares and gain control of 
the Louisville and Nashville Rail-
road in 1971, and the Durham and 
Southern Railway. 
 On November 1, 1980, CSX 
Corporation was created as a hold-
ing company for the Family Lines 
and Chessie System Railroad. Ef-
fective January 1, 1983, the Sea-
board Coast Line Railroad became 
Seaboard System Railroad after a 
merger with the Louisville and 
Nashville Railroad and Clinchfield 
Railroad. For some years prior to 
this, the SCL and L&N had been 
under the common ownership of a 
holding company, Seaboard Coast 
Line Industries (SCLI), the com-
pany's railroad subsidiaries being 
collectively known as the Family 
Lines System which consisted of 
the L&N, SCL, Clinchfield and 
West Point Routes. During this 
time, the railroads adopted the 
same paint schemes but continued 
to operate as separate railroads. 
 In 1983, CSX combined the 
Family Lines System units as the 
Seaboard System Railroad and lat-
er CSX Transportation when the 
former Chessie units merged with 

Continued on Page 7 - SCL 

 

The main lines of the ACL (red) 
and SAL (blue), which became 
CSX's A and S lines. 
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the Seaboard in December 1986.  

Notable SCL Services 
 The Tropicana Juice Train is the popular name for 
famous unit trains of fresh orange juice operated by 
railroads in the United States. On June 7, 1970, be-
ginning on Seaboard Coast Line Railroad, a mile-
long Tropicana Juice Train began carrying one mil-
lion gallons of juice with one weekly round-trip from 
Bradenton, Florida to Kearny, New Jersey, in the 
New York City area. The trip spanned 1,250 miles 
one way, and the sixty car train was the equivalent of 
250 trucks.  

 Today operated by SCL 
successor CSX Transporta-
tion, CSX Juice Trains have 
been the focus of efficiency 
studies and awards as exam-
ples of how modern rail trans-
portation can compete suc-
cessfully against trucking and 
other modes to carry perisha-
ble products. 
Motive Power 
 Immediately following the 
1967 merger, the newly creat-
ed SCL network had 1,232 
locomotives. The vast majori-
ty of the ACL roster con-
tained EMD locomotives, while the SAL rostered 
mainly EMD and ALCO diesels in addition to Bald-
win models. Both railroads had purchased new 
freight locomotives in the 5 years leading up to the 

merger. Among the first new locomotives purchased 
by the Seaboard Coast Line were 28 GE U33B loco-
motives, acquired in 1967 and 1968. These were fol-
lowed by 108 GE U36B locomotives between 1970 
and 1972. From EMD, SCL purchased SD45 locomo-
tives in 1968, with more to follow in 1971. SD45-2 
locomotives were added in 1974. GP40 and GP40-2 
locomotives were added to the fleet between 1968 
and 1972 for use on through freights and other high 
priority freight trains. All former SAL locomotives 
ran for many years in the "Split-image" scheme, still 
in full SAL paint, but relettered and renumbered 
SCL. Two GP-7's 915 & 981 went from pure SAL to 
SCL Black without being in split-image and GP-7 
944 and RS-3 1156 were never painted black and re-
tained their SAL paint until retired in 1976. The last 
operating SCL locomotive in SAL paint was GP-40 
1559, former SAL 644, and was repainted at Hamlet, 
NC in March 1976. There were former P&N locomo-
tives that retained their P&N scheme from 1969 until 
1977, only RS-3's 1250 & 1256 and S-4 230 ever 
were repainted SCL black. 
 Gainesville Midland SD-40, retained its SAL paint 
until 1986 when it was repainted Seaboard System 
8300, it had been SBD 0010 and 8300 in SAL style 
"split-image" for several years prior to that. 

 SCL supplemented its local freight units with or-
ders of GE U18B and EMD GP38-2 locomotives. 
Some U18B models contained a shorter, and there-
fore lighter, fuel tank which proved ideal for light 

Continued on Page 8 - SCL 

SCL SD-45 “Pulling for You”. 
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Check out the CRHA: 
www.hubcityrrmuseum.org/carolina-railroad-

heritage-association 
www.facebook.com/groups/crhainc/ 

Check out the HCRRM:  
www.hubcityrrmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/hubcityrrmuseum/ 

density lines. Most units of this type were assigned to 
the Carolinas. However, in 1978 the SCL decided not 
to purchase any more locomotives for local service 
on secondary mainlines and branch lines, instead ag-
ing GP7, GP9, and GP18 locomotives would be re-
built into GP16 models at the Uceta shops. 
 In the years leading up to the creation of the Sea-
board System in 1983, SCL began acquiring the next 

generation of locomotives from EMD and GE. These 
orders included GE B23-7 locomotives in 1978 and 
1980, including the GE BQ23-7 variant, of which on-
ly 10 were built and all belonged to SCL. EMD GP38
-2 units were added in 1979 and 1980, and 5 EMD 
GP40-2 locomotives also delivered in 1980. Six axle 
GE C30-7 and EMD SD40-2 units were added to the 
roster between 1979 and 1980. 

Seaboard Coast Line and Clinchfield locomotives sitting next to each other in Spartanburg. 
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