
© JULY 2015                                                                                 CAROLINA CONDUCTOR                                                                                         PAGE 1 

 

 

 

 

Preserving the Past.Preserving the Past.  
Active in the Present.Active in the Present.  
Planning for the Future.Planning for the Future.  
 

Meeting Site:Meeting Site:  
Woodmen of the World Bldg. 
721 East Poinsett Street 
Greer, SC 29651-6404 
Third Friday of the Month at 7:00 pm 
 

Hub City Railroad Museum Hub City Railroad Museum 
and SOU Caboose #X3115:and SOU Caboose #X3115:  
Magnolia Street Station 
298 Magnolia Street 
Spartanburg, SC 29301-2330 
 

Officers:Officers:  
President—Milton Ashley 
864-504-5202 
Vice-President—Terry Brelsford 
864-320-6201 
Secretary—Mike Saverino 
814-242-0217 
Treasurer—Jim Tewell 
864-281-7667 
 

Directors:Directors:  
Bob Klempner—864-431-5409 
Bruce Gathman—864-850-3642 
Marv Havens—864-292-3852 
Mac McMillin—864-624-9658 
Dave Winans—864-430-6585 
 

Mailing Address:Mailing Address:  
Suite #129 
2123 Old Spartanburg Road 
Greer, South Carolina 29650-2704 
 

Editor:Editor:  
Bruce Gathman— 
shaygearhead@bellsouth.net 
Newsletter submissions due by 2nd 
Friday of the month. 

Volume 2, Number 7         Monthly Newsletter of the Carolina Railroad Heritage Association, Inc.        July 2015  

The 1970s in the UpstateThe 1970s in the Upstate  
by Jim Sheppard 

 All phots by the author 

 In April 2015 Classic Trains magazine published a special edition titled “Trains of 
the 1970s.” The lead article, by H. Roger Grant, listed many problems faced by the 
railroads during that decade: excessive regulation, high inflation, labor trouble and the 
bankruptcy of Penn Central and several other northeastern railroads. The decade 
brought a 20% decline in the nation’s rail network. However, there were some favora-

ble events, notably the formation of Amtrak (AMTK) in 1971 and Consolidated Rail 
Corp. (Conrail – CR) in 1976. Amtrak took over many intercity passenger trains and 
Conrail took over Penn Central and parts of some of the other bankrupt railroads. In 
the upstate of South Carolina, in the 1970s, the following was the railroad situation. 

 Southern Rail-
way (SOU) was 
operating inde-
pendently of its 
future merger 
partner, Norfolk 
& Western Rail-
way (NW). Nor-
folk Southern 
Corporation (NS) 
was organized in 
1982 to acquire 
both railroads. In 
1971 Southern 
decided not to join 

Continued on Page 5 - The 1970s 

September 21, 1974—A typical scene at the Southern Railway depot, 
Greenville. The depot was torn down in 1988. 

February 1, 1979—At 5:23 a.m., the last southbound Southern Crescent 
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ArrivalsArrivals   

Google MapsGoogle Maps  
To Add To Add 
GradeGrade  

CrossingsCrossings  
  

 A potentially life-
saving new feature mark-
ing the location of rail-
road crossings will be 
integrated into Google 
Maps in the United 
States. 
 Google will work in 

tandem with the Federal 

Railroad Administration to bring the new feature to the 

search giant’s map application. 

 “We’re happy to help the Federal Railroad Administra-

tion as we’re always looking for new ways to make maps   
useful to users,” a statement from Google said. 
 

RHARHA——CRHACRHA——NRHS PicnicNRHS Picnic 

 It was unclear when the integration would be complet-

ed, however a report in The New York Times said along 

with marked crossings, users can expect audio and visual 

alerts when the app’s navigation feature leads them toward 

a railroad crossing. 

 With approximately 130,000 public and 85,000 private 
crossings, integrating the data has the potential to help pre-
vent accidents at crossings, which rose by 9 percent last 
year, according to the New York Times. 
 The number of accidents has largely trended downward 

over the years, going from about 12,000 per year in the 

1970s to around 2,000 in recent times. By integrating tech-

nology, the hope is that number will continue to decrease. 

  

Our club will be furnishing—burgs, brats and dogs. 
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DeparturesDepartures  

Southeastern  Narrow Gauge Southeastern  Narrow Gauge 
and Shortline Museumand Shortline Museum 

HICKORY, N.C. — The railroad cars that the Alexander Chap-

ter of the NRHS has devoted the last seven years to procuring 

and restoring are pieces of living history.  The idea behind the 

narrow gauge fixation is rooted in the fact that without those rails 

hauling lumber, furniture and textiles, in western North Carolina 

– and the southeast in general, history would have followed a 

much different trajectory. 

  “Narrow gauge railroads helped build this part of Western 

North Carolina,” club member Matt Bumgarner said. “They 

helped usher in a healthy vibrant microcosm of a growing Ameri-

can economy.” 

 The Alexander Chapter’s Newton Depot Authority is estab-

lishing the Southeastern Narrow Gauge & Shortline Museum – 

the only museum in the south focused on narrow gauge railroads. 

 The club has completed their renovation of one of the origi-

nal Tweetsie railroad’s original boxcars. It’s painted a deep bur-

gundy and emblazoned with the abbreviation for Eastern Ten-

nessee & Western North Carolina: ET&WNC. During the de-

pression the locals used to say it stood for “Eat Taters & Wear 

No Clothes.” 

 The building housing their current projects is stocked with 

several railcars in mid-repair. 

 “We have seven 

major projects going 

right now with another 

seven coming along 

behind them,” Bum-

garner said. “We need 

money, people and 

time.” The club has 

been working on its mail car for about two years and it’s about 30 

percent done. They’re building it back to its original specs out of 

freshly milled poplar, pine and oak. 

 “We picked it up in Webster Springs, W.Va.,” Bumgarner 

said. “When we’re done with it about 40 percent of it will be orig-

inal.” And their process is meticulous. “We do match the types of 

wood,” Bumgarner said. “And we match the original nail pat-

terns.” Now they’re working on a log-hauling car. Its frame was 

made of square timbers the length of telephone poles. They were 

special ordered from a sawmill in Butler, Tenn. 

 They’re also working on a Dodge Railway Express Agency 

truck. It was a forerunner to FedEx and UPS. And it’s going to 

be the club’s mobile billboard. 

 The club got its start in 1979 under the sponsorship of the 

Alexander Railroad. In 2008 they turned their focus to restoring 

as many vintage rail cars as possible. The members enjoy the 

work, the history and the comradery. “We have about 50 mem-

bers,” club member George Ritchie said. For more information 

go to www.newtondepot.com. 
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Rare MileageRare Mileage  

More 1970s in the UpstateMore 1970s in the Upstate  

August 28, 1976—In Greenville, the American Freedom Train is crossing the long Southern Railway bridge over the Reedy River and is approaching the depot. 

July 14, 1979—A Seaboard Coast Line train is crossing over Lau-
rens Road in Greenville. This bridge was dismantled in 1991. 

April 8, 1978—A Seaboard Coast Line train is on the 
wooden bridge in Cleveland Park, Greenville. The bridge 
was torn down in 1991. 

October 21, 1978—A short Seaboard Coast Line freight train is near Fountain Inn. 

December 1, 1976—Pickens Railroad locomotive No. 2 
leads a train through Easley. 

April 8, 1978—A Seaboard Coast Line train is on the 
wooden bridge in Cleveland Park, Greenville. The bridge 
was torn down in 1991.  
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ManifestManifest  

Amtrak, instead continuing to operate the Southern Crescent until 
finally joining Amtrak in 1979.  
 Both Southern and Seaboard Coast Line (SCL, later CSX) op-
erated trains from Greenville to Greenwood.  

 SCL operated trains all the way to downtown Greenville from 
Laurens on the former Charleston and Western Carolina (C&WC) 
line.   

 The Ware Shoals Railroad and the Greenville & Northern Rail-
way were in operation.  

 Clinchfield Railroad (CRR, later CSX), with its famous steam 
engine #1(4-6-0) operated excursion trains north from Spartan-
burg into the late 1970s.  

 The Columbia, New-
berry & Laurens Railroad 
(CNL) was an independ-
ent company. It was 
merged into Seaboard 
System Railroad—later 
CSX—in 1984. 
 The Pickens Railroad 
(later Pickens Railway—
PICK) was in operation 
between Pickens and 
Easley. In 1990 it started 
its Honea Path Division. 
 The 1970s decade 
was a good time to be a 
railfan in upstate South 
Carolina. 

Continued from Page 1 - The 1970s 

April 4, 1978—A Southern Railway train headed toward Greenwood is 
at Williamston. 

July 2, 1977—A Seaboard Coast Line train is crossing the 
Reedy River at Main Street, Greenville. 

February 20, 1978—A Greenville & Northern Railway 
freight train is about to cross Roe Ford Road, Greenville. 
Paris Mountain is in the distance.  

In Ware Shoals, Ware Shoals Railroad locomotive No. 1955 is delivering 
loaded coal cars to the Riegel Textile Corporation plant. 

June 13, 1976—Clinchfield Railroad’s 
steam locomotive No. 1 (4-6-0) is at Spar-
tanburg. 

November 15, 1978—A Columbia, Newberry & Laurens Railroad train is 
at Laurens, headed toward Columbia. This bridge was removed in 1997. 
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Marker LightsMarker Lights  

Check out the Museum 
on our Facebook group.  
www.facebook.com/pages/Hub-City-Railroad-Museum 

Check out the CRHA on our 
Facebook group. 

www.facebook.com/pages/CRHAINC 

 

Notable Locomotives Manufactured in the 1970sNotable Locomotives Manufactured in the 1970s 

Clinchfield #3600—a General Electric U36C bought in 1971 when EMD could 
not supply locomotives to the CCR—later traded to SCL for EMD’s. 

Southern #3211 at Spartanburg, SC—one of 128 EMD SD40-2’s owned by SOU. 

Southern #2317—one of 48 EMD SW1500 switchers purchased by SOU. 

Illinois Central #1100—an ALCO C-636. Although built in the late 1960s it is 
representative of the motive power used in the 1970s from ALCO. 


