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Amtrak’s Beech 
Grove Shops 
By: David Winans 

 

 The Beech Grove Shops were 
built starting n 1905 by the Big Four 
Railroad, more appropriately called 
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago 
and St. Louis Railroad. It was de-
signed to maintain steam locomo-
tives, passenger cars and freight 
cars. In 1922 the parent company, 
New York Central, absorbed the Big 
Four Railroad and took control of 
the shop.  New York Central con-
tinued to make improvements and 
expanded shop operations. 
 During the war years, there were 
more than 5,000 employees.  This 
was certainly the peak of activity at 
Beech Grove.  After World War II, 
passenger train travel began a gradu-
al decline, which resulted in a de-
crease in the operations at the Beech 

Grove Shops.  Financial difficulties 
arose within the New York Central 
Railroad as well as the Pennsylvania 
Railroad. These two merged to form 
the Penn Central Railroad which 
took over operations of the Beech 
Grove Shops.  Penn Central‘s finan-
cial difficulties resulted in the shops 
falling into a state of disrepair. 
 In 1971, Amtrak came into exist-
ence and took over passenger rail 
service for all railroads except for 
the Southern Railroad and the Den-
ver and Rio Grande Railroad.  An 
ambitious program was undertaken 
to repair old and uncared for pas-
senger cars and bring them into a 
useable state of repair. In 1973, 
Amtrak contracted with the Penn 
Central Railroad to have its passen-
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Shop construction circa 1910 and modern day view of parapet. 
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Arrivals  

 Greenville & Western 
Promotes Julian & Martin 

 

 The Greenville & Western Railway Co. last week an-
nounced two personnel changes, including the promo-
tion of Brandon Julian to general manager. 
 

 Julian will oversee all other managers, rail operations, 
federal and state regulatory compliance, and the devel-
opment and implementation of employee training for 
the railroad and its sister company, the Aiken Railway 

Co. LLC. 
 

 Julian started with the company as a rail transporta-
tion specialist in 2006, later adding track and bridge in-
spection duties. Martin joined the company as a rail 

transportation specialist in 2011. In 2014, he was pro-
moted to manager-compliance and training. 
 

 Also last week, Greenville & Western officials an-
nounced Dennis Martin has been promoted to manager-
mechanical and transloading. Martin will be responsible 
for freight-car and locomotive maintenance for the rail-
road and Aiken. Additionally, he will oversee daily oper-
ations of Big Creek Machinery Distribution Hub on the 
Greenville & Western. 
 

 Florida East Coast Sold 
 GMéxico Transportes S.A. de C.V., the transporta-
tion business unit of Grupo México, and the Florida 
East Coast Railway Holdings Corp. have entered into a 
purchase agreement to acquire FEC in an all cash trans-
action for an undisclosed value. 

 FEC President and CEO Jim Hertwig says, "The 
FEC team looks forward to working with [GMéxico 
Transportes] to grow our business, execute our key stra-
tegic initiatives, and take advantage of new opportuni-
ties." The railroad, now owned by affiliates of Fortress 
Investment Group LLC, serves a diverse mix of inter-
modal, aggregate, auto, chemicals, metals and lumber 
customers, handling about 550,000 loads per year. New 
York-based Fortress, a subsidiary of Japan's SoftBank 
Group Corp., also owns the Central Maine & Quebec 
Railway, which is not included in this deal. 
 The sale does not affect All Aboard Florida or its 
Brightline passenger service, which remains with For-
tress. 
 

 Grupo México subsidiary Ferromex operates more 
than 6,200 miles track covering major industrial and 
commercial zones in the country. It serves eight seaports 

and six border rail crossings, handling more than 1.4 
million loads per year. 
 "The acquisition of FEC is an important strategic 
addition to our North American transportation service 
offering. Our acquisition of the FEC will significantly 
enhance the scope, scale and diversification of our ser-
vice," Alfredo Casar, president and CEO of GMéxico 
Transportes, says. "We are excited to welcome FEC to 
our transportation team as we work together to provide 
safe, reliable and efficient rail and trucking services to 
our customers." 

GRLW GP30 #4204 freshly repainted from ATSF freight scheme. 

An artist's mock-up shows a Ferromex locomotive lead-

ing a Florida East Coast train at St. Augustine. 

http://www.wcrscorp.com/railroads.html
http://trn.trains.com/news/news-wire/2017/03/28-all-aboard-florida-remains-with-fortress-after-fec-sale
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Departures 

ger cars repaired and refurbished at 
Beech Grove.  After much negotia-
tions, Amtrak acquired 62.5 acres 
of the shop for approximately 
$3,500,000. Beech Grove shops 
officially became part of Amtrak on 
April 1, 1975. 
 The National Model Railroad 
Association’s convention was held 
in Indianapolis in 2016.  My wife 
and I attended the convention, and 
one of the tours the NMRA had 
scheduled was of the Beech Grove 
Shops. We were able to go through 
both car and locomotive repair 
shops as well as a painting shop 
and a shop working on mechanical 
systems. 
 The buildings at Beech Grove 
are the original structures built by 
the Big Four Railroad and are still 
being used over 100 years later.  
Here are some photos we took dur-

ing our tour of the shops. 
 Outside of the shops there were 
some interesting trains made by 
Talgo. Apparently, the state of 
Michigan ordered the trains for 
commuter service. A new Gover-
nor was elected and he refused to 

spend the State’s 
money for the 
trains.  “I didn’t 
order them”. They 
were in storage 
temporari ly  at 
Beech Grove until 
a new buyer can be 
located for the 
trains. 
 One interesting 
things we noticed 
was that all the 

Continued from Page 1 - Beech Grove 

Continued on Page 4 - Beech Grove 

Top to Bottom: 
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Manifest 

“company cars” ha Federal license 
plates, apparently because Amtrak is 
a government entity. 

Continued from Page 3 - Beech Grove 

 

Top to bottom: Passenger cars in mainte-

nance bay. Diesel locomotive in paint 

booth. Diesel tuck in rehab. New train-

sets awaiting disposition. Government 

license plate. 
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Rare Mileage 
Swamp Rabbit Railroad 

 The original railroad was 
founded by a group that included 
members of the Wagener mer-
chant family of Charleston. The 
Blackville, Alston, and Newberry 
road was originally intended to de-
velop the open-pit kaolin clay 
mines in eastern Aiken County 
along the North Fork of the Edis-
to River. The railroad would allow 
the white clay, said to be of superi-
or quality for porcelain and paper 
making, to be connected at Black-
ville to the Charleston-Augusta 
line of the South Carolina and 
Georgia Railroad (SC&G), by 

which it could be marketed to the 
world through Charleston. 

 Construction started in 
Blackville about 1886, where it 
connected to the SC&G, and 
proceeded to the kaolin mines. 
The towns of Springfield and 
Salley were founded between 
Perry and Blackville. The new 
towns of Perry and Wagener 
(named for the major investors) 
were created along this section of 
the line. The village of Sievern 
near the mines (a.k.a. Seivern or 
Selvern) was named for the old 
hometown of the Charleston 
Wageners: Sievern in Saxony, 
Germany. The railroad originally 

ended at a turntable in Sievern. 
 The kaolin venture ran into 

some temporary difficulties soon 
after the railroad was completed 
to Sievern in 1888. Meantime, 
the railroad very quickly became 
a boon for the area's turpentine 
and pine lumber business, as well 
as crops such as cotton and as-
paragus, the town of Wagener's 
signature crop for many years. 
Watermelon, which grow particu-
larly well in the Sandhill country, 
were another high quality crop 
for which Wagener became rec-
ognized well outside South Caro-
lina. Wagener melons were said 
to be superior even to those 

Continued on Page 6 - Swamp Rabbit 
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Marker Lights 

Check out the CRHA on our 
Facebook group. 

www.facebook.com/groups/crhainc/ 

  

Check out the HCRM on the inter-
net: www.hubcityrrmuseum.org 

grown elsewhere in the Sandhill’s 
region. They were shipped as far 
north as Rhode Island in open 

ventilated produce cars. The rail-
road made the hitherto sparsely 
populated region so prosperous 
that an unsuccessful movement 
to establish a separate "Batesburg 

County", in a region stretching 
from Batesburg to Blackville, 
flourished in the early 1890s. An-
other 1888 railroad venture, the 
Barnwell Railway, continued 

from the end of the 
BA&N in Blackville 
south to connect the 
county seat and agricul-
tural center of Barnwell 
to the evolving system. 
 By the 1890s, the rail-
road, or the regular train 
it operated, came to be 
known locally as the 
"Swamp Rabbit". Some 
of the colorful history 
attached to the railroad 
included the October 
1895 shooting in Sievern 
of a notorious criminal 
fugitive who had terror-
ized the area, by a pugna-
cious railroad conductor 
whom the outlaw was 
rumored to have threat-
ened. 

Wanted—Articles for the Carolina Conductor 
 Submit an article of 200 words or more with some photos and captions and see them in print. Every one of us has some 
unique railroad experience that would make interesting reading for our membership . With Jim Sheppard’s passing your edi-
tor needs  more contributions of local railway history and news.  

Continued from Page 5 - Swamp Rabbit 


