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Acronym: CSX RR 
Year Incorporated: 1986 

Year Line Operational: 1986 
Year Service Ended: 

Still Operational 
1986 - Merger of Seaboard Systems 
Railroad (part of which was 
the Seaboard Coast Line Railroad) 
with Chessie System Railroad. 
1986 - Acquired the Clinchfield RR. 
1987 - Sold assets to the South Car-
olina Central Railway. 
1990 - Sold assets to the South Car-
olina Central Railway. 
1995 - Sold assets to the Carolina 
Southern Railroad. 
2000 - Acquired the Central Rail-
road of South Carolina. 
2006 - Sold assets to the Greenville 
& Western Railway. 
 

 CSX Transportation (reporting 
mark CSXT), known colloquially as 
simply CSX, is a Class I freight rail-
road operating in the eastern United 
States and the Canadian provinces 
of Ontario and Quebec. The railroad 
operates approximately 21,000 route 
miles of track. The company oper-
ates as the leading subsidiary of CSX 
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  a  F o r t u n e 
500 company headquartered 
in Jacksonville, Florida.  
 CSX Corporation (the parent of 
CSX Transportation) was formed in 

1980 from the merger of Chessie 
System and Seaboard Coast Line 
Industries, two holding companies 
which controlled a number of rail-
roads operating in the Eastern Unit-
ed States. Initially only a holding 
company itself, the subsidiaries that 
made up CSX Corporation were 
gradually merged, with this process 
completed in 1987. CSX Transporta-
tion formally came into existence in 
1986, as the successor of Seaboard 
System Railroad. In 1999, CSX 
Transportation acquired approxi-
mately half of Conrail, in a joint pur-
chase with competitor Norfolk 
Southern Railway. 
 CSX and its chief competitor, the 
Norfolk Southern Railway, have 
a duopoly on the transcontinental 
f r e i g h t  r a i l  l i n e s  i n 
the Northeastern and Southern Unit
ed States (South Atlantic and East 
South Central states). 

Early Years 

 CSX Corporation was formed on 
November 1, 1980, as a merger be-
tween Chessie System and Seaboard 
Coast Line Industries.  
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Wanted—Articles for the Carolina Conductor 
 Submit an article of 200 words or more with some photos and captions and see them in print. Every one of us 
has some unique railroad experience that would make interesting reading for our membership . Your editor 
always needs more contributions of railway history and news.  

Picking up, really heavy,  club parts 

from Republic Locomotive and mov-

ing to new storage unit. We got to 

play while at Republic. Pat O’Shields 

running the new switcher with 

three joysticks. 

One of the two club owned baggage 

wagons that are now at the painters to be 

refreshed and then placed on display at 

the museum. 

The yard sale was a 

success and raised 

much needed funds 

for the repainting of 

the caboose. 
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Continued on Page 4 - Hayne 

An article supplied by C. Myers collection 
from Modern Railroads April 1952. 
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 The name came about during 
merger talks between Chessie Sys-
tem and SCL, commonly called 
"Chessie" and "Seaboard". The 
company chairmen said it was im-
portant for the new name to in-
clude neither of those names be-
cause it was a partnership. Em-
ployees were asked for sugges-
tions, most of which consisted of 
combinations of the initials. At the 
same time a temporary shorthand 
name was needed for discussions 
with the Interstate Commerce 
Commission. "CSC" was chosen 
but belonged to a trucking compa-
ny in Virginia. "CSM" (for 
"Chessie-Seaboard Merger") was 
also taken.  The lawyers decided 
to use "CSX", and the name stuck. 
In the public announcement, it 
was said that "CSX is singularly 
appropriate. C can stand for Ches-
sie, S for Seaboard, and X, which 
actually has no meaning." Howev-
er, an August 9, 2016, article on 
the Railway Age website stated that 
"the 'X' was for 'Consolidated' 
". A fourth letter had to be added 
to CSX when used as a reporting 
mark because reporting marks that 
end in X means that the car is 
owned by a leasing company or 
private car owner. 
 The originator of SCL was the 

former Seaboard Air Line Rail-
road, which previously merged 
with the Atlantic Coast Line Rail-

road in 1967 to form the Seaboard 
Coast Line. In later years, it 
merged with the Louisville & 
Nashville Railroad, as well as sev-
eral smaller subsidiaries such as 
the Clinchfield Railroad, Atlanta & 
West Point Railroad, Monon Rail-
road and the Georgia Railroad. 
From the late 1970s onward, these 
railroads were known collectively 
as the Family Lines. In 1982, they 
were merged into a single railroad, 
the Seaboard System Railroad.  
 The origin of the Chessie Sys-
tem was the former Chesapeake & 
Ohio Railway, which had merged 
with the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road, and the Western Maryland 
Railway.  
 Despite the merger in 1980, 

CSX was  a  paper  r a i l -
road (meaning no CSX painted 
locomotives or rolling stock) until 
1986. In that year, Seaboard Sys-
tem changed its name to CSX 
Transportation. On April 30, 
1987, the B&O merged into the 
C&O. With the Western Maryland 
having already merged into the 
C&O, this left the C&O as the 
sole operating railroad under the 
Chessie System banner. Finally, on 
August 31, 1987, C&O/Chessie 
System merged into CSX Trans-
portation, bringing all the major 
CSX railroads under one banner. 

Conrail Acquisition 

 On June 23, 1997, CSX 
and Norfolk Southern Rail-
way (NS) filed a joint application 
with the Surface Transportation 
Board for authority to purchase, 
divide, and operate the assets of 
t h e  1 1 , 0 0 0 - m i l e 
(18,000 km) Conrail, which had 
been created in 1976 by bringing 
t o g e t h e r  s e v e r a l  a i l -
ing Northeastern railway systems 
into a government-owned corpo-
ration.  
 On June 6, 1998, the STB ap-
proved the CSX–NS application 
and set August 22, 1998, as the 
effective date of its decision. CSX 
acquired 42 percent of Conrail's 
assets, and NS received the re-
maining 58 percent. As a result of 
the transaction, CSX's rail opera-
tions grew to include some 3,800 
miles of the Conrail system 
(predominantly lines that had be-
longed to the former New York 
Central Railroad). CSX began op-
erating its trains on its portion of 
the Conrail network on June 1, 
1999. CSX now serves much of 
the Eastern United States, with a 
few routes into nearby Canadian 
cities. 
 In actuality, not all of Conrail 
was eliminated. There were a few 
parts of Conrail that both CSX 
and NS wanted, and neither want-
ed to allow the other to have total 
control over. Those small pieces 
remained owned by the renamed 
"Conrail Shared Assets," (later 
"Conrail Shared Assets Opera-
tions") so that the pieces were ef-
fectively owned and operated by a 
separate railroad owned by both 
railroads, thus neither railroad 
would control those pieces. 

Into the 21st Century 
 The company introduced its 

Continued on Page 6 - CSX 

Continued from Page 1 - CSX 

Original logo for the CSX Corporation, 
emphasizing the "multiplication sym-
bol" X. 

CSX headquarters in Jacksonville, FL. 
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current slogan, "How Tomorrow 
Moves", in 2008.  
 In 2014, Canadian Pacific Rail-
way approached CSX with an offer 
to merge the two companies, but 
CSX declined, and in 2015 Canadi-
an Pacific made an attempt to pur-
chase and merge with Norfolk 
Southern, but NS declined to do so 
as well. 
 I n  2 0 1 7 ,  C S X  a n -
nounced Hunter Harrison would 
become its new chief executive of-
ficer; a settlement with activist in-
vestor Paul Hilal and Mantle 
Ridge. CSX added five new direc-
tors to their board, including Harri-
son and Mantle Ridge founder Paul 

Hilal. Mantle Ridge owns 4.9% of 
CSX. Harrison quickly moved to 
convert CSX rail operations 
to precision railroading. On De-
cember 14, 2017, CSX announced 
that Hunter Harrison was on medi-
cal leave. Two days after the an-
nouncement, Harrison died, one 
day after being hospitalized for 
complications of an ongoing ill-
ness.  
 CSX initially saw a 10% drop in 
its stock price but turned around to 
hit a new 52-week high less than a 
m o n t h  l a t e r  ( J a n u a r y 
2018). Harrison's successors have 
continued the shift to precision 
railroading, with most hump 

yards converted to flat yards, low 
volume shipping lanes eliminated 
and reductions in rolling stock and 
work force. 

Pan Am Railways 
 November 30, 2020, CSX 
Transportation's parent company 
CSX Corporation announced on 
social media that they had come to 
an agreement with Pan Am Sys-
tems to purchase New Eng-
land based Class II Pan Am Rail-
ways, pending regulatory approval 
from the Surface Transportation 
Board.  
 The STB approved the purchase 
on April 14, 2022. As part of the 
acquisition, Norfolk Southern Rail-
way will gain trackage rights over 
several CSX lines, and Pan Am 
Southern, 50 percent owned by 
Pan Am Railways, will be operated 
by the Berkshire and Eastern Rail-
road, a new Genesee & Wyo-
ming subsidiary formed explicitly 
for this purpose. CSX plans to 
complete the purchase effective 
June 1, 2022.  
 

Continued from Page 5 - CSX 

CSX trackage map not showing Pan 
Am Railways acquisition. Pan Am Railways train in Maine. 
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Check out the CRHA: 
www.hubcityrrmuseum.org/carolina-railroad-

heritage-association 
www.facebook.com/groups/crhainc/ 

Check out the HCRRM:  
www.hubcityrrmuseum.org 

www.facebook.com/hubcityrrmuseum/ 

 The Spartanburg Subdivision is a railroad line 

owned by CSX Transportation in the U.S. state 

of South Carolina. The line ran from Spartanburg, 

South Carolina, to Greenwood, South Carolina, for a 

total of 61.8 miles. It goes through the only active rail-

road tunnel in the state. At its north end the line con-

tinues on the Blue Ridge Subdivision at its south end 

the line continues as the Monroe Subdivision and at its 

west end the line continues on the Belton Subdivision. 

Continued from Page7 - CSX 

 

Photo provided by Craig Myers. 

Would someone 

like to explain 

how this loco 

works and what 

it’s advantages 

are over a nor-

mal steam loco? 
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